2022- 2023 ASNA Vice President Candidates

Glenda Bailey

Emma Anne Hallman

My interests are learning more with ASNA. I have
been Involved with ASNA for Years and it has
taught me a lot. I have met a lot of people serving
as an officer in the past, its allowed me to travel
and do exciting things, some of which I was able to
bring back to my school and put to use. I have the
experience of dealing with people in any type of
situation. I am a people person and can get along
with anyone. I have been around the best serving
with ASNA. My expertise is being the best and
reaching for the highest goals and leaving knowing
I gave 100% and my commitment is to serve and
represent ASNA to the best of my ability and prove
that I am what you want to be a part of ASNA. I love
ASNA!

Helen Keller once said, “Alone we can do so little. Together we can do so
much.” The goodwill, creativeness and perseverance of this community of
child nutrition professionals continues to help ASNA achieve its vision,
purpose and mission. This especially holds true as our purpose is for the
greater good of serving thousands of nutritious school meals to children
scattered across the state of Alabama. The idea of working together also
captures the bond that child nutrition professionals must possess with
their school and district administrators, custodial staff, maintenance and
IT techs, school nurses, teachers, students, parents and, not to mention,
those within the food service industry sector. Regardless of what role
someone plays in school nutrition, it is important to recognize and
surround one's self with these high achievers who set forth ambitious
goals. The future opportunities to surround myself and other like-minded
individuals while we continue to build upon an active network of child
nutrition professionals, excites me for the future of our organization, its
members and our student customer base. This desire serves as my
commitment to continue to give back to ASNA by serving on the
Executive Board.
The majority of my professional experience has been working with
nutrition in some capacity. For the past seven years, I have served as the
Child Nutrition Director for Haleyville City Schools. Prior to that, I worked
as a SNAP-ED agent with the Alabama Cooperative Extension System
conducting a 17-week obesity prevention program called Body Quest. I
have been a member of the School Nutrition Association since 2016
holding several leadership positions within ASNA including District One
Chair/Co-Chair (July 2019 to present) and Scholarship and Awards Chair
(July 2019 to present). I also served on SNA’s Awards Focus Group in
2021. SNA has also allowed me to received my School Nutrition
Specialist credential in 2016. Collectively, these experiences have allowed
me to speak at various local professional development events, ASNA
meetings, and even the ASNA State Conference.

Vivian White
I have worked in the nutrition industry for 22 years and have also been a proud
and very active member of ASNA for all of those 22 years. During that time, I
served 2 terms as the District Chair, 2 terms as Co-Chair, and 1 term as Single
Unit Chair. I have spent 22 years as a strong advocate of both the association
and of CNP workers. I have always tried to be the voice of all nutrition
employees and their concerns as they arise. It is important to be a part of
ASNA’s responsibility to identify critical issues and potential opportunities and to
share this information with our members.
I have enjoyed collaborating with other members on committees to identify
issues and challenges as they arise in the nutrition industry and working to find
solutions to those problems and sharing them with ASNA members.
Collaboration is effective because we can pool all of our knowledge,
experiences, and expertise to work to find solutions to ever-changing
challenges that arise. This is also why we provide workshops, webinars, and
conference training that help to ensure that ASNA members have the most
up-to-date and critical information to be the best prepared to handle whatever
issues as they come up. Moreover, by networking with other ASNA members
throughout the year, we can also share ideas on the day-to-day problems that
arise.
There is no reason for one to reinvent the wheel by handling issues on your
own when you have a state full of intelligent members to call upon in a time of
need. That is another of the great advantages of being part of ASNA, to be able
to work together to make every member’s nutrition program in Alabama a
successful one. We do this because the people we serve deserve the very best
programs and they depend on us to provide them. It is for this reason that I
have spent countless hours recruiting nutrition workers across Alabama to join
ASNA to be a part of our outstanding organization that has their best interests
at heart and to give them an avenue to be able to become active themselves in
the nutrition industry. Toward this goal, it is my hope that one day every nutrition
worker in Alabama will be a member of ASNA. We have an amazing
organization of which I am very proud and want to help other nutrition workers
to become a part of it as well. When facing the challenges in our nutrition
industry, we are all stronger together.

2022 - 2023 ASNA Multi-Unit Chair Candidates

Erin Chelewski

Casey Partain

I have a passion for growing and making the association the best it can be
for our members. The child nutrition staff deserve an association that
reflects the heart and passion they give every day.

I am interested in being involved with the Alabama School Nutrition
Association in an elected position. I have helped ASNA previously by
judging nominations for ASNA awards and scholarships. I am currently
serving as the ASNA Public Communications Chair. I am also currently
serving as a SNA Regional Awards Judge. I have previously served as
chair and co-chair of our local ASNA District and remain involved in
meetings and planning for ASNA District II.

I've worked in food service for 20+ years in every job you could think of,
it's been my life and Child Nutrition has become my passion. I have
served on the ASNA executive Board as the Communication Chair,
Industry Chair, Expo committee, and District Chair. I have dedicated
myself in every position served to bring my energy and hunger to make
ASNA the very best it can be for our members and patrons, and will
continue to do so.

Krystal Patterson
I would love to serve with ASNA. I want to be involved to make the
Alabama School Nutrition Association the best it can be. It is great to be a
part of an organization where we can help to train all our employees
together. I believe my years of experience as an accountant and now as a
CNP Director would make me a strong candidate for this position. I have
served in my District as Co-Chair for one year and Chair for the past two
years and would love to move up in the Association. I attend all
conferences for Child Nutrition such as ANC, LAC, and state conferences
also. I am also a member of AASBO and CLAS. I attend all the
conferences for those organizations also. I have been with Lee County
Board of Education for 15 years. I am committed to help in any way
needed to make ASNA the best it can be!

Shawn Shaw
I have 16 years of experience in School Nutrition and have served for 13 years as CNP
Director in two school systems (11 years at my current position in Bessemer City Schools). I
have been a proud member of the Alabama School Nutrition Association (ASNA) for 12
years and served for 2 years as the Chair of the ASNA Membership Committee. I have also
been a member for 4 years each in both the Alabama Child Directors (ACD) and the Council
for Leaders in Alabama Schools (CLAS) organizations. In addition, I hold CACFP Child
Nutritional Professional (CCNP) certification and am certified as a ServSafe Training
instructor. I am currently 3 years into the 5 years requirement to be certified as a Child Adult
Care Feeding Program (CACFP) Management Professional.
My goal is to encourage our members to provide a food service that is the force that drives
our Child Nutrition Programs to always use Best Practices to meet or exceed all local, state,
and federal requirements. I will do this to ensure that our program provides the healthy and
nutritious meals to meet the needs of the children and young people we serve. That is what
we are in business to do. That is what motivates us to continually encourage each other to
go far beyond just being ‘qualified Child Nutrition workers’. As CNP Director of our school
system, I ensure that all of my CNP employees and managers are ServSafe certified and
that they all have CNP learning opportunities by allowing them to attend workshops,
system-based training sessions, webinars, and/or conferences, because education improves
personal skills and abilities. I am single-minded and passionate about all aspects of my
profession, but my favorite part is working people to do whatever it takes to overcome
obstacles in order to do the important work: providing nutritious meals for our students so
that they are ready to learn. When we, as ASNA members, collaborate to combine all of our
knowledge, expertise, and experiences, we can work to find solutions to the growing number
of challenges and to identify solutions that will make school nutrition programs successful. It
is important to work together to explore new ideas and develop new answers, then share
those findings with our members. I am proud of the roles we, as the ASNA organization, play
in promoting the highest standards for Child Nutrition Programs while providing the healthy
and nutritious meals to help our students reach their greatest potential in order to have
positive and successful futures.

2022-2023 ASNA Recording Secretary Candidates

Gladys Bearden
I am interested in being the Recording secretary. I have been a member of
ASNA for approximately 15 years. I have always wanted to work more with
ASNA and this would be a wonderful opportunity for me to serve, learn and
grow in this organization. And whether I am appointed to this position or not, I
would like for you to know I am willing to do what I can to serve in ASNA.
Send emails, stuff envelopes, just whatever you find it hard to find someone to
do, I’m your girl!
I served as my District II chair for school year 21-22. I am also serving as
District II chair for school year 22-23.
I go to ASNA meeting every time I get the opportunity. There is so much to
learn!
I attended the Leadership Conference in Tuscaloosa this year and learned so
much. I will be doing a small training on what I learned to our Marshall County
School managers very soon. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Christy Fink
Christi Fink currently serves as a Child Nutrition Program Manager in the Jefferson County
School District. Her career in Child Nutrition spans over 20 years. During her tenure in CNP
she has been very active in the Alabama School Nutrition Association on both the district and
state level. Christi has served as both Chair and Co-Chair of District IV of the Alabama
School Nutrition Association. During that time she was responsible for member retention,
educational opportunities while promoting the platform of both the state and national
association. She attended the SNA National Leadership Conference in Las Vegas,
Nevada in 2009.
Perhaps her greatest professional accomplishment was that of becoming the Alabama
School Nutrition Association President 2010-2011. Apparently her leadership of the
Association in 2010-11 was so exemplary that she served once again as the Alabama
School Nutrition Association President in 2017-2018. Christi was awarded the School
Nutrition Association Presidents Award of Excellence for Membership in the 1201+
category for membership increase/retention at the ANC in Las Vegas in 2018.
Christi has also served as Vice-President/President Elect 2009-2010 & 2016-2017 with the
responsibility of planning the state conference. In addition she has served as Single Unit
Chair 2011-2013 & 2015-2017.
Christi has a passion for Child Nutrition and feels that we can each make a difference in the
lives of Alabama’s children by serving them healthy meals with a smile. The Alabama
School Nutrition Association offers the perfect venue to network with peers while advancing
knowledge in the Child Nutrition arena.

